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Microsoft 95

As the successor to Microsofr
MS-DOS, Windows 3.1 and
Windows for Workgroups
3.11, Windows 95 is the next
major release of rhe standand
operating system for the
deskrop and portable PC.
There is something for
everybody, whether it’s a more
inmirive way to work, new
capahiliries like “surfing the
informarion highway", or
herter support for managing a
1,000 PC inseallation site,
The mission for Windows
95 is 1o go heyond making PCs
easier and make them truly
usable. This means a maore
mntuitive and automaric PC
thar also integrares the latest
rechnologies and offers
superior responsivencss and
stability. For end-users, this
means an even easier, faster,
and more powerful PC that is
compatible with today’s
existing sofrware and hard-
ware. W indows 93 aims ro
make the upgrade and
transirion easy, without pain
and withour loss of perform-

ance of capability.

Beyond

Windows 95

Microsoft’s Chairman and CEQ,
Bill Gates, was in Singapore as part
of his APAC Tour "95. EDMOND NG

ras among the 3,000 people who

artended his talk.

I sax in the first row, directly in
front of Bill Gares himself.
Accompanying him were rwo
other Microsoft staff who were
ro prescnt a demonsteation of
Windows 25 during his speech.
Behind him stood twa big
screens for the projection of a
video tape, as well as the display
screen of their notebooks,
loaded with the Beta I version
of Windows 95.

Ciates began by speaking on
rthe importance of the processor,
and of its advancement through
the years. The components
involved in enhancing the
advancement roday include the
operating system, hardware and
networking. The reason for the
development of software today
iz because of the capability thar
comes with rhe processor

In his speech, Gares painted
a scene of a projected furure and
also showed in a video whar the
furure would be like with the
use of informarion highway,
video conferencing and other
facilities, Scenes of

video-on-demand, surfing

through the information

[ highway, and video

| conferencing in the medical

arena were shown. Gares

| projected that in 1996, there
| will be standardisation of ISDN

video and collaboration. In the
same year, informarion highway
rollout will begin and by the
vear 2000, twenty million

homes will be connected up.

| Microsoft’s vision is to have a

| computer on every desk and in

every home,

During the presentation,
(Fares' assistants also demon-
srrared a much improved
CEfRion of Windows 95, ates
demonstrated the possibiliry of
the plug-and-play rechnology,
by physically removing a haed
disk from one notebook and
plugging ir into the other.

Crares explained rhar
Windows 95 will come wirh an
intuitive user interface, The
aim is to make it simpler 1o
learn and easier to use, [t will
be document centric with
greater consistency and berrer

integration.

[n developing Windows 95,
Microsoft will rake into
consideration the comparihil-
ity af DOS-based and
Windows 3.1-based applica-

tions and development. High
perormance will also be
considered, coupled with the
ability to run Windows 93 in
4MB RAM, with the same
kind of performance that is
now already in Windows 3. 1.

Windows 95 will include
integrated communicarions
such as M5 Nerwork/MS
Exchange, Internet connectiv-
iry, universal mail client,
reinate dial-inand file
synchronisation.

(iates also met up with
Prime Minister Goh Chok
Tong, Senior Minister Lee
Kuan Yew and orher cabinet
members during his stay in
Singapore. He also visited
Crearive Technology to view

rhe ShareVYision PLI000

| video conferencing package.

Gates' APAC our covered
Malaysia, Singapore and

Ausralia.

This arricle was orignally published in the March/April 1995 isnie of Microlines, the pnblication from Singapore Microcompueter Socery
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WUKUNG —
A LEGENDARY
ADVENTURE

THE STORY BEGINS when monk Sam
Chang calls three disciples to follow him
on a pligrimage to the West. WuKung, the
Monkey God, was the first to be called,
followed by Eddie, the pig and finally,
Seamour, the sea demaon.

Along the way, problem strikes. WuKung
is sent to find food for the rest. While he is
away, Sam Chang and the two disciples
are abducted by demons. WuKung's task
is to locate, and finally, rescue them.

That's where the game begins. You, a3
the player, will rale-play as Wukung,
tasked to rescue the three, altermating
yourself as each disciple upon each res-
cue at different levels.

However, unlike the original novel, the
author of this software modified the inci-
dents potrayed in the original story. The
characters have also been modemised
somewhat.

Furthermore, Wukung is no longer the
expert martial art exponent of the story.
He cannot fly and is barely a skillful fighter.
He has no authority to command the
ground diety for information or for help,
except through persuasion and bribery.

He does not have the capability of clon-
ing himself to become multiple monkeys,
nor the power of casting spells on the en-
emies to put them to sleep. He can still do
these by carefully mixing the correct in-
gredients to make magic potions with the
guidance of a Magic Book that he will find
during the course of the game.

By searching his surroundings, he ac-
cumulates tools and items. He has to learmn
to use the tools to safequard himself, de-
feat the enemies, and rescue the three. If
he is not careful, he may end up being
killed or destroyed (Remember, Wukung
is no immortal in this story!)
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After installation of
the software, the
player will see four
icons, namely, the
hints, the user
manual, the game and
the movie. The hints
give the player some
light on what to expect
at each stage —
enough information
for the player to make
careful moves, but not enowgh to spoil your
game. So careful planning and thoughts
are still fequired.

The user manual helps with the setup of
the software and others, while the movie
tells the story of the modified version of
how Sam Chang recruited the three disci-
ples and how they disappeared during the
absence of WuKung. Where the story
ends, the game begins.

In proceeding with the rescue, Wukung
will have to ask for information, collect

This is a Windows-based CD-ROM
software from Abudoe depicting the
animated Journey to the West by
WuKung, also known as the Monkey
God. But EDMOND NG finds out

some twists and turns in the story.

items for tools along the way, as well as
pick up ingredients for bribery and for
making magic portions.

Lots of fun hours reguired to finish the
task. The game can be saved at any
stage. System reguirement is a 486/25
machine or better, Windows 3.1, 8Mb
and above of recommended RAM, a
sound card with speakers, at least dou-
ble-speed CO-ROM drive, a 256-colour
Super VGA display card and monitor, and
of course, 3 MOUSE. o
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